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No 1295 July 5th 2006                                                                                                               25p Weekly Western tacit collusion with Zionist Palestine blitzkrieging is on a par with western Nazi support for Hitler in the 1930s. But the more monstrous capitalist “democracy” shows itself to be (its real and permanent nature) the greater will be the rising tide of Third World anger and hostility to the endless exploitation and tyranny of imperialist monopoly domination. Palestinian militancy grows ever more determined despite, and because of the genocidal Zionist murders, sieges and outrages against it.  But all of imperialism is heading towards greater and greater monstrosities, the only answer (warmongering) the system has to its rapidly deepening crisis.  World resistance is already causing defeats of imperialist arrogance in Iraq and ever more in Afghanistan. Leninism vital.


The latest even more deranged round of genocidal blitzing and siege strangling of the heroic Palestinian people by the fascist Zionist colonialist occupation of their homeland is a telling signal of imperialism’s desperation that its exploitation grip on the Middle East is slipping badly.
Such monstrous Nazi injustice is the most disgusting brutality yet in a more than six decades long history of ethnic cleansing, imprisonment, blitzing, intimidation, land theft, forced migration, terrorisation, and open massacre of an entire people, equalled only perhaps by the thousands of Palestinians brutally massacred in the Sabra and Shatila refugee camps in 1981. Who knows how many the current shellings, and infrastructure destruction will kill as summer heat peaks in the next three months?    
But such overt fascist lashing-out, and the tolerance (support) shown it by the major imperialist powers, is also a clear reflection of the western exploitative system’s growing panic that the whole Third world revolt is rising unstoppably – with the dogged and long-suffering but determinedly patient Palestinian struggle one of its pivotal points, demonstrating ever growing coherence, fighting capacity and political maturity under the very worst of conditions.
Beyond that (and partly inspired by it) the centuries long oppression and exploitation of the whole Third World is demonstrating that it is increasingly ready to challenge the west’s world domination and non-stop usurpation of its wealth, labour product and resources which uses the squeezed and wrung-out poverty of billions to feed the insane and repulsive excesses of the tiny privileged ruling class within the imperialist centres.
Afghanistan and Iraq continue to be a disastrous quagmire for the entire exploitative world – and Iran, Korea, parts of Africa, Nepal, and much of South America are all rising too. 
The desperation of imperialism will lead to ever worse atrocities and murdering mayhem as its crisis slides further and further towards the edge. But it will increasingly teach the entire world just what a monstrosity the imperialist system of “democratic freedom” has always been and will increasingly become for all.
Only the ending of degenerate capitalist rule and domination can prevent it plunging mankind into ever greater chaos and destructive tangle – with rational planned socialism then made possible and with it the coherent peaceful development of all human potential for the entire 7bn or so humans on the planet. The can only be a revolutionary perspective to finish a system that will hang on with ever increasing chaos and viciousness until the working class consciously overturns it. 
A slide in total World War Three is the only alternative imperialism can offer, to destroy “surplus” capital clogging up the world trading system and restore profitability – with a top-dog power in charge of the remaining “sorted-out” “losers”. 
The cold-blooded and callous Jewish-Zionist brutality in Gaza is at a focal point of imperialism’s rule and its implications will be disastrous for the entire imperialist order – with negative consequences radiating off in all directions. 
The attacks on innocent masses yet further undermine its paper thin play-acting democracy fraud “justifications” for endless interference and subversion of worldwide development and further discredit the entire western “blind-eye” hypocrisy support for Third World fascist intimidations and dictatorships (always with the Zionist conspiracy one of the main and central elements in suppressing and holding down the crucial Middle East and its surroundings), and further expose the lies of its “free press”.
The entire rational part of the world’s population is standing stunned, watching the tacit support of the entire imperialist system for this monster it has created and becoming increasingly aware (once again) of what unlimited destruction and hatred capitalism is capable of, as its system comes under increasing crisis pressure.  
In a truly horrific dialectical twist of history, the once scapegoated victims of imperialism’s 1930s slump driven plunge into warmongering destructiveness are now one of its most practised scapegoating and oppressive exponents, more inventive in their barbarism than the German Nazis even (like in the jet plane sonic-boom sleep deprivation and heart attack inducing torture being imposed each and every night long across the entire civilian population of Gaza).
And even the German Nazis did not manage the truly astounding disproportionality of torture and slow killing of 1.1M people in reply for an attack on three soldiers – with two dead and one captured in what, correctly, the Hamas and other militant groups have insisted was a military strike against soldiers. 
The incredible supposed “outrage” of the Zionists at the attack on them has all the validity of a Hollywood-film Mafia “Code of Honour” - in other words it is pure fascist posturing and strutting to justify monstrous thuggery and grotesque abuse.
The excuse of hunting for an Israeli soldier is clearly just that – the organisation and preparedness of the blitzings, targeted bombings on bridges and Hamas government offices etc, must clearly have been prepared weeks ago in order to be mobilised and carried out so swiftly. 
It is the hate-filled response to the backfiring of imperialism’s own democracy game – which against all the ruling class manipulation, fixing and twisting (which capitalism has been refining for 300 years and more of “parliamentary” rule) elected by a landslide the Hamas militancy and its open and clear and correct rejection of the “right” of Israel to exist as a state at all. 
“If parliament ever changed anything they would abolish it” as arch New Labour opportunist Ken Livingstone once said (in possibly history’s most stunning example of double-layered opportunist fake-“leftism”) and the Zionists are taking it one step further by trying to abolish the Palestinian people with it. The lesson should be learned by every “democratic way” revisionist and tepid anti-war “protester” – because imperialism will be teaching it on a far wider scale. 
There is no end to capitalism by what the bourgeoisie declares to the be the rules of democracy and parliament; only revolution will do the job and the decades of reformist opportunism, “peaceful roadism” and class collaboration have been an utter disaster for the world’s working class, led round and round in circles and regularly pressed back and frequently slaughtered.   
It is high time honest workers and intellectual got on with the job of building Leninist revolutionary politics; all else is evasion and pointlessness at best and foul anti-communist collusion at worst.
But the Third World is finding its way to militant resistance anyway; even if yet it is missing the objective scientific perspectives that are vital for finally ending the tyranny of US dominated imperialism.
The sturdy continuation of the Palestinian resistance in the teeth of the latest horrors demonstrates that imperialism’s “shock and awe” bullying tyranny is not working. 
The crowded concrete warrens of the tiny Gaza strip are nothing but a prison camp on a large scale at the best of times, a decades-long concentration camp incarceration of an entire cultured, inventive, talented people, stripped of their land which they have farmed, fished, known and tended for the last 1500 years (longer than the “British” have held England for example), and stripped of the chance to further develop the proud and significant Arab artistic and scientific tradition, for centuries one of the most advanced in the world. Access to the very basics of trade, commerce and human interchange, let alone the resources for the elements of modern life, have been  blockaded and throttled.  
And the latest blitzing and smiting turns Gaza into a festering concentration camp punishment sweat box with even basic hospital and social facilities – already stretched to breaking point by the vicious and illegal siege imposed on these people after the  Hamas democratic victory – now virtually destroyed, and the weak and old already dying.
But far from suppressing the struggle against it, the grotesquely deliberate injustice of destroying generators, water supplies, bridges and other infrastructure, with all the consequences that will bring in humanitarian disaster and suffering to innocent people (which a panic stricken UN is already wringing its hands over), has demonstrated the patient deepening of the Palestinian cause and will massively increase the already red heat of Third World rage and anger at the constant oppression they suffer.
The sight of more than a million population full of women and children, old people, ill and wounded, forced to live in searing summer temperatures without even basic cooling, electricity, water supply (as pumps go off) and food supplies will simply further fuel a worldwide rage that has already been pushed close to boiling point by the monstrous blitzings and cynical mayhem.
The insane BIG LIE of the entire specious “war on terrorism” is so heavily undermined by the primitive excesses of this Nazi violence and with it all the Goebbels “democracy and freedom” mendacity and trickery of the arrogant imperialist system that even the most compliant “liberal” (and mostly utterly anti-communist) intellectuals have been forced into nervous apologetics and worried debate.
And the bourgeois western press – normally totally compliant with the outrageous fraud of the Israeli “state” (as western imperialism has insisted on mislabelling the bullying and ethnic cleansing theft of Palestine from its artificially imposed beginnings in the early twentieth century and forced “legalisation” by the UN in 1948) has been so rocked back on its heels by the gangster behaviour of Olmert and his crew that it has even begun raising a few timid challenges itself, tentatively querying on the usually rampantly pro-Zionist BBC whether it is “quite legal” for the bombings and destruction to be carried out in quite such a “nasty” manner, and penning articles like this by arch-establishment “liberal” Will Hutton:

In a conflict as long-standing and bloody as the one in the Middle East, both sides know the rules and the impact of their actions on their enemies. The Palestinian factions, including Hamas militants, which captured Corporal Shalit last Sunday, will have known that Israel would respond fiercely, but also how the reaction would undermine Palestine’s emerging common front. And Israel, in turn, knew precisely the impact of its incredibly disproportionate response, both on its enemies and on the political balance within its own society.
Which is why, whatever the outcome, last week was so depressing. The calculations have been made by those opposed to any long-term deal. Israel’s destruction of Gaza and illegal political detention of members of the Palestinian government and parliament were to teach Hamas a lesson. But it was not the lesson Hamas needs right now as it gropes its way towards political reality and acceptance of Israel’s right to exist. Israel is now less safe than it was. It has betrayed its own deep hunger for a settlement and peace.
Israel has frequently resorted to the doctrine of disproportionate response: not an eye for an eye, but 10 or 20 Palestinian deaths for every Israeli loss. Twelve years ago, Yitzhak Rabin sealed off the West Bank to allow Israeli special operation units to rescue kidnapped Corporal Waxman. That operation ended in his death, but even by those standards, what happened last week was extraordinary.
Gaza, unlike the 1994 West Bank, is supposed to be a semi-autonomous sovereign territory. By bombing its main power station, Israel has deprived most of Gaza of electricity, including water-pumping stations. Sealing off access to water and food can only inflict acute discomfort on the people there; already, frailer Palestinians are dying.
Even more extraordinary were the overnight raids that led to the detention and arrest of eight cabinet members of a sover-eign government, including its finance minister, 30 members of parliament and up to another 30 officials. Israel threatens to put some or all on trial for terrorism.
In any other context, this would be a declaration of war.
It is breathtaking, but this is the Middle East. The Hamas government has not yet renounced its commitment to the elimination of Israel or to the use of terrorism. Missiles from Gaza are regularly fired at Israel.
Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Olmert has committed to withdraw Israel from parts of the West Bank, regarded by the Israeli right and Zionist fundamentalists as the ultimate sell-out (even if Israel simultaneously confiscates compensating land). Olmert needed to show that he was no pushover.
But disproportionality on such a scale is self-defeating. It casts Israel as the rogue state and Palestinians as victims. These are not the actions of a government that wants to be a ‘partner for peace’.
Worse, it suggests that Israel will find it impossible to accommodate a just settlement.
Every parent, manager and successful politician knows the importance of achieving ends by consent and that entails respect. Subjugation, repression and humiliation do not work as strategies. Yet Israel, overwhelmingly the more powerful player, is governed by an attitude that would not survive days in a family, factory or political party.
Worse, it trashes encouraging developments. Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas challenged Hamas to recognise that the only way out of the conflict was a two-state solution, in effect, recognising Israel and its gains in the 1967 war, or he would call a national referendum. Hamas backed down, knowing he would win, and reached a national unity pact with Mr Abbas’s Fatah. The basis for resuming negotiations was being put in place.
The dark interpretation of Israel’s reaction in Gaza is that it does not want a politically viable negotiating partner in Pales-tine. It suits Israel to characterise Hamas as terrorist fundamentalists who are beyond the pale. Thus it can proceed with its unilaterally imposed settlement, wall and land grab, in turn fanning the flames of Palestinian extremism.
We all have a stake in breaking this vicious circle. The best response to the rise of Islamic terrorism would be a just settle-ment in the Middle East. Israel’s actions are linked by a bloody thread to the next terrorist attack on us, now more likely. Brit-ain, with the EU and US, was right to insist that the incoming Hamas government had to recognise Israel and to back that de-mand with sanctions.
Now that Hamas signals changes, we must be no less uncompromising about condemning Israeli action. The mealy-mouthed reaction of the G8 that we have ‘particular concerns’ is pathetic. What happened last week was an international disgrace. We need to say so. We hold Hamas to account for its words and actions. The same applies to Israel.

But despite the tremulous opposition to the worst of the Zionist excesses, this piece still refuses to do more than fearful pleading with imperialism not to be “so nasty” because of fears of the rebellion it will inevitably feed in the world’s masses. 
Long gone are the days when imperialism’s bullying would cow the “primitive peoples”. This is the epoch of the ending of the old class exploitation system with a world taught by globalisation about all the potential of modern science, technology and development – and taught equally how they are excluded from it (except when required to work for capital in its factories and plantations). They will never “go back in their box” despite the most monstrous punishment. 
Hutton persists with the even-handedness of the liberals, reformists and fake-”lefts” (a single, mutually-reinforcing petty bourgeois continuum), suggesting that both sides “know the rules”, as if the occupation of Palestine is some gentleman’s dispute over card tables. But all this is part of the  disgusting collusion with imperialism’s Middle East colonialist intrusion which has helped sustain the entire post-war domination of the imperialist system.
The doubts are interesting but these intellectuals cannot bring themselves to state openly and clearly the obvious conclusion that the entire “state of Israel” has never been anything but a sinister worldwide imperialist conspiracy from the beginning in 1948. Notice the sly way it is suggested that “eventually” the Palestinians will come to “recognise Israel”, completely ignoring the fact that the titanic Hamas victory in February was able to use capitalism’s own democracy machine against it so successfully, precisely because it so firmly rejected the long touted Arafatite “two-state” solution (sold into the world working class and proletarian masses as part of the confused and dishonest “peaceful road” revisionism of Moscow and Stalinism and its dutiful echoes throughout the post-war “official communist” movements).
As the EPSR said in April 2004 (NO 1229) :
The Zionist NAZI massacres continue BECAUSE THEY HAVE T0, out of the entire, sick, doomed “logic” of the Western imperialist system, post-1945, stealing the land of the Palestinian nation away from them to give it to the Jewish monopoly-capitalists (as compensation and a silencer for the filthy treachery to the Jews of the 1930s when the build-up of NAZI Germany was deliberately encouraged by the West (Munich appeasement, etc) as a barrier to growing Soviet socialist influence during the Depression’s devastating and incurable capitalist trade slump and mass unemployment.)
The WHOLE land of Palestine (now “Israel”) was ENTIRELY populated by the Palestinian people, — WHO ARE STILL ALIVE, but festering in refugee camps or in the Zionist-controlled barbed-wire reservations called Gaza and the West Bank.
The notion of “a Palestinian state, side by side with the Jewish state of Israel” has ALWAYS been a complete joke, even when first pronounced by the “United Nations” stooges for US imperialism.
The very nature of the ethnic-cleansing expulsions of the Palestinians by UN decree to clear 60% of the land for Jewish occupation and colonisation, initially, made it absolutely certain that there could NEVER be “peace” thereafter.
Enforced local tactics notwithstanding, only Western minds of the utmost political cowardice and political ignorance, and of considerable petty bourgeois nastiness and treachery, could ever have peddled the disgusting hypocrisy about “a two-state solution” for long.
It is absolutely tell-tale and typical of the ENTIRE fake-’left’ in Britain, all the way from the counter-revolutionary Alliance/Respect Trots and Greenies, all the way to the Stalinist-addled Lalkar and SLP, that this is Still their position.
This neatly maintains the same “Western” solidarity with Bush and Blair’s “road map” fraud as the fake-’left’ keeps intact by refusing to denounce its own past “condemn terrorism” stupidity, playing right into the hands of the imperialist “war on terrorism” brainwashing hoax (more on this later).
The only logic of this genocidal wiping out of the land of Palestine, effectively, is that the brutal Zionist colonising repression will have to go on UNTIL EVER LAST PALESTINIAN HAS BEEN KILLED.
And as the weekly EPSR has never ceased to regularly fully explain for the past 25 years, the phenomenon will be observed of rightwing Zionist terror going on, and on, and on to ever-more-unbelievable NAZI tyranny of assassinations, torture, collective punishments, mass killings, total humiliation of Palestinians, etc, etc, etc, —  — in a word to the GENOCIDE which is the only “logic” of the original infamous imperialist-”UN” atrocity of giving armed Zionist colonisation the go-ahead in the first place.
But such historical “inevitabilities”, (predicted by scientific Marxist philosophy of the vast epochal movements of class and national forces in the monopoly-imperialist era which govern the outcome of all civilisation’s developments and struggle), are precisely what are so uncomfortable for every brand of bogus “Marxism” around.

And still the Trotskyists and revisionists persist in this line, some still touting the “two-state” solution overtly and others calling more slyly for a “return to the 1967 borders” (the addle brained and tricky Lalkarites among them – now peddling their revisionism in a new “party” the CPGB-ML, launched to give them a fresh face without having to deal with the awkward questions raised by their expulsion from arch-trade union reactionary Scargill’s SLP and more significantly the eight-year long “left” cover they gave this bureaucratic class-collaboration by keeping silent on every significant question, including eventual “condemnation of terrorism” by Scargill.
Accepting the 1967 borders is to suggest there is some prior “legality” in them which  accepts the original UN 1948 recognition of “Israel” (and the validity of ALL the UN pronouncements and its supposed “world democratic arbitration” rather than exposing its stoogery and principle function of acting as a cover for imperialism – despite the use the non-aligned world has occasionally been able to make of it as a forum). 
But it is the 1948 theft of Palestine which is the root of the entire struggle as outlined above, and none of the developments there and the struggle can be properly understood and characterised without total clarity on this. It is the question that above all imperialism wants to cover up. 
But to deal with it would require tackling the disastrous mistakes of Stalin’s leadership, especially post-war, whose revisionist misdirection led to the Soviet Union’s recognition of the “Israeli state” and even offers to help arm it, a major factor in allowing this dagger to be thrust into the chest of the entire Middle East, to be twisted and turned forever more to keep the region on its knees (and beyond that to intimidate the entire Third World e.g. via South African apartheid).
So far Lalkar’s (and its CPGB-ML offspring’s) record has been one of avoiding and denying (in the Judas Iscariat sense) all polemics on this issue, despite years of challenges from the EPSR. 
It is still possible that twists and turns in development of the crisis will lead the senior elements of imperialism to break with the deranged madness of Zionism because of tactical considerations and the shift of alliances as its warmongering crisis builds up.
But that is far from suggesting Zionism is the source of all mayhem. Far from it –  imperialism is more than capable of carrying out its own blitzing as it has shown endlessly from US Agent Orange chemical warfare destruction of Vietnam and the total flattening of Korea’s cities in the 1950s, the School of the Americas taught death squad barbarism used for a century throughout South and Central America, the Japanese war horrors and the equally horrific firebombing devastation of millions of civilians in the Japanese islands, British imperialism’s long and appalling Empire record of concentration camps, kidnappings, collective punishments, bombings, chemical warfare, (see below) and its recently revealed 1950s and 1960s willingness to contemplate the use of nuclear bombs against China over Hong Kong and other imperialist possessions (small wonder North Korea is sensibly testing defences for itself).   
And there has been plenty more:
A resurrection is haunting the British media, the bizarre apparition of “benevolent empire”. It takes the form of documentaries and discussions steered towards the conclusion that colonialism was not such a bad thing after all and that something of a celebration is in order. Trouble is, to get there, some creative reworking of the facts is needed....
Only the desire to recover some imaginary good from the tragedy that was empire can explain the elevation of the neoconservative ideologue Niall Ferguson to chief imperial historian on the BBC and now Channel 4. His aggressive rewriting of history, driven by the messianic fantasies of the American right, is being presented as a new revelation. In fact, Ferguson’s “history” is a fairytale for our times which puts the white man and his burden back at the centre of heroic action. Colonialism - a tale of slavery, plunder, war, corruption, land-grabbing, famines, exploitation, indentured labour, impoverishment, massacres, genocide and forced resettlement - is rewritten into a benign developmental mission marred by a few unfortunate accidents and excesses.
Soundbite culture thrives on these simplistic grand narratives. Half-truths and fanciful speculation, shorn of academic protocols such as footnotes, can sound donnishly authoritative. The racism institutionalised by empire also seems to be back in fashion. The book accompanying Ferguson’s current Channel 4 series on 20th-century history, The War of the World, tells us that people “seem predisposed” to “trust members of their own race”, “those who are drawn to ‘the Other’ may ... be atypical in their sexual predilections” and that “when a Chinese woman marries a European man, the chances are relatively high ... that only the first child they conceive will be viable.” Not far from the pseudo-scientific nonsense that once made it possible to punish interracial relationships.
Behind such talk and the embrace of the broadcasters is the insistence that we are being offered gutsy truths that the “politically correct” establishment would love to suppress. This is the neo-conservative as spunky rebel against liberal tyranny. Yet Ferguson peddles nothing more than the most hackneyed, self-aggrandising myths of empire, canards once championed by old imperialists such as Macaulay and Mill and rehashed now by the Bush administration: western imperialism brings freedom, democracy and prosperity to primitive cultures. The myth decorates US and British foreign policy spin while trendier versions have also emerged in platforms such as the Euston Manifesto. By anointing Ferguson and his fellow imperial apologists such as Andrew Roberts as semi-official historians, the British media are colluding in a dangerous denial of the past and lending support to contemporary US imperial propaganda.
The evidence - researched by scholars such as Amartya Sen, Nicholas Dirks, Mike Davis and Mahmood Mamdani, Caroline Elkins and Walter Rodney - shows that European colonialism brought with it not good governance and freedom, but impoverishment, bloodshed, repression and misery. Joseph Conrad, no radical, described it as “a flabby, pretending, weak-eyed devil of a rapacious and pitiless folly”. Good governance? More famines were recorded in the first century of the British Raj than in the previous 2,000 years, including 17-20 million deaths from 1896 to 1900 alone. While a million Indians a year died from avoidable famines, taxation subsidising colonial wars, and relief often deliberately denied as surplus grain was shipped to England.
Tolerance? The British empire reinforced strict ethnic/religious identities and governed through these divisions. As with the partition of India when 10 million were displaced, arbitrarily drawn boundaries between “tribes” in Africa resulted in massive displacement and bloodshed. Freedom and fair play? In Kenya, a handful of white settlers appropriated 12,000 square miles and pushed 1.25 million native Kikuyus to 2,000 restricted square miles. Resistance was brutally crushed through internment in detention camps, torture and massacres. Some 50,000 Kikuyus were massacred and 300,000 interned to put down the Mau Mau rebellion by peasants who wanted to farm their own land. A thousand peaceful protesters were killed in the Amritsar massacre of 1919.
A collective failure of the imagination now makes it difficult for us to think about the globe before European and American domination. Greed and violence are hardly exclusive to one culture. But colonialism destroyed or strangled possibilities and potential for progress, such as Mughal Emperor Akbar’s “sul-e-kul” or “universal good” which underpinned his governance. The scale of European imperialism inaugurated a new chapter in the history of greed which still shapes all our lives. Natural resources - cotton, sugar, teak, rubber, minerals - were plundered in gigantic quantities. The Indian textile industry was the most advanced in the world when the British arrived; within half a century it had been destroyed. The enslaved and indentured (at least 20 million Africans and 1.5 million Indians) were shipped across the globe to work on plantations, mines and railroads. The stupendous profits deriving from this enabled today’s developed world to prosper.
The point isn’t for Europeans to feel guilt, but a serious consideration of historical responsibility isn’t the same thing as a blame game. Forgetting history is tempting but undermines a society’s capacity for change.
Among the many facile assumptions encouraged by these imperial apologists is that those who criticise colonialism are absolving tyrants and bigots in Asia and Africa from responsibility for their crimes. Of course it is possible and absolutely necessary to condemn both. Indians must acknowledge their culpability for atrocities during the partition, for example. But that in no way exonerates the British Raj from its pivotal role in the tragedy that led to over a million deaths.
...Free trade is another mythical western contribution to world history. Amitav Ghosh has reconstructed the forgotten history of a vibrant trade culture between medieval India and Africa. When the Portuguese arrived, they demanded that the Hindu ruler of Calicut expel Muslims, “enemies of the Holy-Faith”, from his kingdom. He refused and was subjected to two days of bombardment.
Indeed, one legacy of European colonialism that we all reckon with is the self-fulfilling prophecy of the “clash of civilisations”. The claim that east and west are bound to come into conflict is merely an extension of imperial practice which found it useful to seal off porous cultures into fixed categories. This tragic “lie of the colonial situation”, as Frantz Fanon called it, rebounds on us tragically in the terror unleashed in the name of Islam and Bush’s “war on terror”. If we are to undo the destructive legacies of empire, it won’t do to invest celebratory falsifications with credibility. To make sense of a shared present and look towards a more humane future, we need to start with a little informed honesty about the past.
Priyamvada Gopal teaches postcolonial studies at Cambridge University and is the author of Literary Radicalism in India: Gender, Nation and the Transition to Independence
Sadly despite its useful debunkings this piece is no more likely to get at the truth with its illusions in reformist “undoing the worst” than the revisionists above. 
Imperialism can only get more overtly dictatorial and brutal as it heads towards a crisis that is inbuilt into its most fundamental profiteering nature as Marx and a later Lenin analysed and explained.  
The big lie of “democracy and freedom” has always been exactly that for the entire imperialist capitalist system, a Big Lie, the greatest confidence trick in history, the Goebbels cover for the tyrannical oppression and exploitation of the capitalist system and the bourgeois class which runs it and benefits from it in a total dictatorship of capital and big money.
The complex superstructure of the “rule of law” and its backup of state forces, police secret intelligence services and prisons has only ever had one central purpose; to keep the working class under the thumb of property and capital, the only justice recognised.
It is not Islamicism which counts but the fact of world struggle and discontent (despite the cultural forms it takes currently on the surface in some areas of the world – used for shallow racist fear mongering and petty chauvinism by imperialism) which is erupting against imperialist rule.
It can only intensify. This is a system of crisis and slump and endlessly in antagonistic competition whose contradictions accumulate to the point of devastating overproduction and deadly destructive world monopoly sliding into world war. 
But it is going badly wrong, reflecting the disastrous incompetence and out-of-time degeneracy of the entire capitalist era. Molecular revolutionary changes in world class society are almost ready to tip over into revolutionary transformation of the world.
The quagmire of incapacity in Iraq is a signal of the historical defeats facing the entire system, now finding itself even more entangled in growing disaster in Afghanistan.
It will get much worse and more chaotic yet. 
Only a Marxist perspective (and much deeper and extended analysis to be continuously fought for by all who can be drawn into the open struggle for Leninism) can make sense of the developments in the world,
But it requires the conscious effort to build Leninism.
Don Hoskins   



E P S R   BOX

Leaving the world to be run by the greed of the capitalist monopolies can never stop resulting in periodic crises where trade-war destruction MUST rule, and to which the only antidote is Revolution and a strong workers state, --- as these essentials of Marxist-Leninist SCIENCE explain.

Only the crisis events of collapsing imperialist rule interpreted in this Marxist-Leninist light will educate a mass workers party of leadership to do the necessary tasks.

The Revisionist retreat from the Soviet workers state because of crawling to shallow Western glitz and shame at their own past bureaucratic mistakes has only proved the soundness of Lenin's 'State & Revolution' science about a very long period of proletarian dictatorship being the only way for the world to see-off monopoly imperialist warmongering, now back with a vengeance.

***********

It is often said and written that the main point in Marx's teachings is the class struggle; but this is not true. And  from this untruth very often springs the opportunist distortion of Marxism, its falsification in such a way as to make it acceptable to the bourgeoisie. For the doctrine of the class struggle was created not by Marx, but by the bourgeoisie before Marx, and generally speaking it is acceptable to the bourgeoisie. Those who recognise only the class struggle are not yet Marxists;  they may be found to be still within the boundaries of bourgeois thinking and bourgeois politics. To confine Marxism to the doctrine of the class struggle means curtailing Marxism, distorting it, reducing it to something which is acceptable to the bourgeoisie. Only he is a Marxist who extends the recognition of the class struggle to the recognition of the dictatorship of the proletariat. This is what constitutes the most profound difference between the Marxist and the ordinary petty (as well as big) bourgeois. This is the touchstone on which the real understanding and recognition of Marxism is to be tested. And it is not surprising that when the history of Europe brought the working class face to face with this question as a practical issue, not only all the opportunists and reformists, but all the "Kautskyites" (people who vacillate between reformism and Marxism) proved to be miserable philistines and petty-bourgeois democrats who repudiate the dictatorship of the proletariat. V.I.Lenin

*********

"The last cause of all real crises always remains the poverty and restricted consumption of the masses as compared to the tendency of capitalist production to develop the productive forces as if only the absolute power of consumption of the entire society would be their limit." (Capital. Vol III. P568.)

*******

" For many a decade past", wrote Marx and Engels in the Communist Manifesto of 1848, "the history of industry and commerce is but the history of the revolt of modern productive forces against modern conditions of production, against the property relations that are the conditions for the existence of the bourgeoisie and of its rule. It is enough to mention the commercial crises that by their periodical return put the existence of the entire bourgeois society on its trial, each time more threateningly. In these crisis a great part, not only of the existing products, but also of the previously created productive forces, are periodically destroyed. In these crises there breaks out an epidemic that, in all earlier epochs, would have seemed an absurdity - the epidemic of overproduction. Society suddenly finds itself put back into a state of momentary barbarism; it appears as if a famine, a universal war of devastation had cut off the supply of every means of subsistence; industry and commerce seem to be destroyed. And why? Because there is too much civilisation, too much means of subsistence, too much industry, too much commerce. The productive forces at the disposal of society no longer tend to further the development of the conditions of bourgeois property; on the contrary...they have become too powerful for these conditions, by which they are fettered, and so soon as they overcome these fetters, they bring disorder into the whole of bourgeois society, endanger the existence of bourgeois property. The conditions of bourgeois society are too narrow to comprise the wealth created by them."
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Imperialism’s network of secret flights, hidden detention, disappearance and torture – EU report  

On Wednesday 7 June 2006, the Legal Affairs Committee of the Council of Europe Parliamentary Assembly (PACE) announced that its investigation confirmed that the US has woven a clandestine “spider’s web” of disappearances, secret detentions and unlawful inter-state transfers with the collaboration or tolerance of 14 Council of Europe member states, among them the 26 Counties.
PACE also said there are no excuses member states can use for their decision to allow US rendition flights for stop-overs or even air-space use. The fact that US authorities may have misguided European states cannot be accepted, under international law, as a justification not to carry out investigations into the possibility of the illegal transfer of detainees.
In a draft resolution adopted at a meeting in Paris, based on a report by Dick Marty (Switzerland, alde), the committee said hundreds of persons had become entrapped in this “spider’s web” - in some cases merely because they were suspected of sympathising with a particular organisaing with a particular organisation.
The document also denounced the lack of collaboration in the investigation by governments that are legally obliged to comply with international human rights legislation, and how they have opted for a culture of denial, “in many cases without actually having carried out any inquiries or serious investigations”.
On 17 March this year, member states had to be reminded by the Venice Commission, the Council of Europe’s group of legal experts, of their legal obligations under the human rights treaties to which they are signatories: “Under the Human Rights Convention, Council of Europe member states should refuse to allow transit of prisoners where there is a risk of torture. If this is suspected, they should search civil planes or refuse overflight to state planes. Agreements on military bases should be made conditional on respect for human rights.”
The Assembly is calling for its member states to carry out a proper investigation on the US military activity in their territory; to re-examine their bilateral agreements with the US; to protect possible whistle-blowers; and to urge the US to finish with their “rendition” flights.
A good definition of ‘rendition’ has been given by Washington Post commentator David Ignatius: “Rendition is the CIA’s antiseptic term for its practice of sending captured terrorist suspects to other countries for interrogation. Because some of those countries torture prisoners- and because some of the suspected terrorists “rendered” by the CIA say they were in fact tortured- the debate has tended to lump rendition and torture together. The implication is that the CIA is sending people to Egypt, Jordan or other Middle Eastern countries because they can be tortured there and coerced into providing information they wouldn’t give up otherwise.”
Forms of collusion
The PACE report highlights the different forms that collusion by some Council of Europe member States has taken, among these are: secretly detaining a person on European territory for an indefinite period of time, whilst denying that person’s basic human rights and failing to ensure procedural legal guarantees such as habeas corpus; capturing a person and handing them to the US, in the knowledge that they would be unlawfully transferred into a US-administered detention facility; permitting the unlawful transportation of detainees on civilian aircraft carrying out “renditions” operations, travelling through European airspace or across European territory; passing on information or intelligence to the United States where it was foreseeable that such material would be relied upon directly to carry out a “rendition” operation or to hold a person in secret detention; participating directly in interrogations of persons subjected to “rendition”, or held in secret detention; accepting or making use of information gathered in the course of detainee interrogations, before, during or after which the detainee in question was threatened or subjected to torture or other forms of human rights abuse; making available civilian airports or military airfields as “staging points” or platforms for rendition or other unlawful detainee transfer operations, whereby an aircraft prepares for and takes off on its operation from such a point; and making available civilian airports or military airfields as “stopover points” for rendition operations, whereby an aircraft lands briefly at such a point on the outward or homeward flight, for example to refuel.
The Council of Europe is meant to be a point of reference and guardian for human rights, democracy and respect for the rule of law in Europe. It draws its legal and moral authority from, inter alia, the common standards of human rights protection embodied in the European Convention on Human Rights (echr) and the European Convention on the Prevention of Torture (ecpt), to which all of its 46 member States subscribe.
One of the the Council’s functions is to raise the alarm internationally whenever human rights are ignored. The Council of Europe’s Assembly, that gathers parliamentary representation from all member states, has found that under the excuse of the so-called “war on terrorism” many states have come to accept “systematic human rights abuses”. To hide these abuses from the public, the US has created a new terminology and new legal concepts, such as “enemy combatant” and “rendition”, so to avoid traditional criminal law and procedure and laws of war such as the Geneva Convention that would oblige US military to treat detainees in a humane and dignified way.
The controversy around US rendition flights and European involvement started on 4 November 2005, with comments in the Washington Post and Human Rights Watch on the existence of CIA detention centres in Romania and Poland. It was then that PACE President, Rene van der Linden, announced the opening of an investigation. Senator Dick Marty, a Swiss parliamentarian and former prosecutor, was chosen to conduct the inquiry three days later.
By 21 November 2005, Council of Europe Secretary General Terry Davis, invoked Article 52 to request that 45 governments explain by 21 February 2006 how their laws prevent “unacknowledged deprivation of liberty” and how it aids foreign agencies to carry out such acts.
By 13 December last year, Marty had found that the information he had obtained reinforced the credibility of the allegations concerning the illegal detention and transfer of individuals in European countries, allegations never denied by the US administration.
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Cuba Five still held in US jail despite UN HCR ruling and judges’ annulment

miami— May 27 marked the passing of one year since the UN Working Group on Arbitrary Detentions attached to the UN Human Rights Commission (HRC) declared the detention and incarceration of the Cuban five: Gerardo Hernández, Ramón Labañino, Antonio Guerrero, Fernando González and René González, arbitrary and in violation of Article 14 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, and urged the U.S. government take necessary measures to resolve the situation.
The Working Group on Arbitrary Detentions, one of the special hcr mechanisms and composed of five experts, was established in 1991. A year ago in May 2005, the panel comprised experts from Spain, Hungary, Iran, Paraguay and Algeria. Notably, three of these experts are from countries whose governments are U.S. allies. 
The Working Group adopted this decision as a result of a personal request made in Geneva in 2003 by the families of the five prisoners, and after an assessment of the arguments presented by their relatives and the U.S. government.
The U.S. government rejected the resolution of the Working Group, once again denying justice and continuing its cruel conduct toward the Five, who have been unjustly incarcerated—for nearly eight years—after being detained and given a trial based on false charges. It has already been 10 months since the 11th Circuit Court of Appeals, composed of three judges, named by the full Appellate Court of that Circuit, unanimously decided to annul the trial of the Five and revoke their sentences. But they were not released. Through complicated appeal procedures, that are hindering justice, the Five —innocent— are still incarcerated under horrible conditions.
The Working Group ruling is extremely important given that it was reached by means of a mechanism designated by member states to give legitimacy to UN international rights criteria relative to these types of cases.
What was the decision of the Working Group based on? Below is a citation from their ruling on the Five:
“Following their arrest, and notwithstanding the fact that the detainees had been informed of their right to remain silent and had their defense provided by the Government, they were kept in solitary confinement for 17 months, during which communication with their attorneys, access to evidence and thus, possibilities of an adequate defense, were weakened
As the case was classified as one of national security, access by the detainees to the documents that contained evidence was impaired.
The Government has not contested the fact that defense lawyers had very limited access to evidence because of this counter evidence, This particular application of the legal provisions of the CIPA, as made in this case and as the information available to the Working Group reveals, has also undermined the equal balance between the prosecution and the defense (...)”
‘The Government has not denied that even so, the climate of bias and prejudice against the accused in Miami persisted and helped to present the accused as guilty from the beginning. It was not contested by the Government that one year later it admitted that Miami was an unsuitable place for a trial where it proved almost impossible to select an impartial jury in a case linked with Cuba.
The Working Group notes that it arises from the facts and circumstances in which the trial took place and from the nature of the charges and the harsh sentences given to the accused, that the trial did not take place in the climate of objectivity and impartiality which is required in order to conclude on the observance of the standards of a fair trial, as defined in Article 14 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, to which the United States of America is a party.”
“The Working Group concludes that the three elements that were enunciated above, combined together, are of such gravity that they confer the deprivation of liberty of these five persons an arbitrary character.”
The Group went on to insist that the U.S. government “adopt the necessary steps to remedy the situation, in conformity with the principles stated in the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights.”
This resolution coincides with and confirms the essential arguments of the Five’s lawyers and the decision of the 11th Circuit Court of Appeals that last year annulled their trial and revoked their sentences.
We all know the response of the U.S. government to the overwhelming evidence of this injustice, which demonstrates its disregard for the rule of law.

Five Cuban patriots are serving long prison sentences in U.S. jails for defending their people from terrorism. For more information, see www.granma.cu, www.granma.cubaweb.cu, www.freethefive.org, www.antiterroristas.cu

PLEASE COMMUNICATE WITH THE FIVE:
ANTONIO GUERRERO RODRÍGUEZ: -ANTONIO No 58741-004, USP FLORENCE,PO BOX 7500, 5880 State HWY 67, South Florence, CO 81226. Tel: 719-784-9454, Fax: 719-784-5157. FERNANDO GONZÁLEZ LLORT (RUBÉN CAMPA): No 58733-004, PO BOX 1000, Oxford, WI 53952-0500 Tel: 608-585-5411, Fax: 608-585-6371. GERARDO HERNÁNDEZ NORDELO (MANUEL VIRAMONTES): No 58739-004, U.S. Penitentiary-Victorville P.O. BOX 5500, Adelanto, CA 92301.  RAMÓN LABAÑINO SALAZAR (LUIS MEDINA): No 58734-004, USP BEAUMONT, PO BOX 26035,Beaumont TX 77720. Tel: 409-727- 8188, Fax: 409-626-3700. RENÉ GONZÁLEZ SEHWERERT:  Reg. No 58738-004, FCI Marianna 3625 FCI Road Marianna, FL 32446
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Cuba rejects US “diplomatic” provocations over Havana billboard lies

EDITORIAL – There is no need to burn papers

YESTERDAY, June 12, a rabid lapdog of the empire and the terrorist mafia in Miami, El Nuevo Herald, published an article titled, “U.S. Interests Section in Havana Under Siege,” in which it accuses the Cuban government of cutting off electricity and water supplies to that office as a response to what it describes as “a deepening of the diplomatic crisis,” that began when “the electronic billboard was installed on the facade of the Interests Section.”
According to the article, “the United States Interests Section in Havana had given instructions on Friday to its personnel to begin destroying all non-essential documents,” and it adds this suspicious conclusion: “The sources who offered this information to El Nuevo Herald consider the destruction of documents in the U.S. diplomatic offices in Havana to be the prelude to an evacuation, or as a minimum, a preparation for one if necessary.”
Tendentiously, the El Nuevo Herald article included a photo taken during one of the historic Marches of the Fighting People that passed by the Interests Section office (USIS) in which our people appear in the surroundings of that office reaffirming their rejection of the imperialist and genocidal policies toward Cuba. The objective of the photo is to manipulate readers into believing that right now and on a constant basis, the USIS is surrounded by our compatriots, when in reality what surrounds it is absolute normality and the only people there are specialized personnel charged with guarding that facility.
The article ends by slipping in a sentence that exposes the real hidden intentions behind this latest maneuver: “In response to the aggravation of the situation with respect to its offices, the U.S. Interests Section in Havana could be temporarily forced to suspend its activities, something that would explain the step of beginning to destroy important documents.”
A few hours later, evidently confirming the U.S. government’s part in the orchestration and direction of this campaign of lies, State Department spokesman Sean McCormack cynically insisted on accusing our government of harassing the USIS. Playing the victim, McCormack said that despite the supposed difficulties with electricity and water supplies, the osts was continuing to “do its work,” including its efforts to “reach out to the Cuban people,” and impudently affirmed that the alleged USIS problems could be linked to its activities of “offering basic information and facts to the Cuban people.”
Thus, the lying spokesman qualified as “doing its work” the growing attempts at espionage and subversion that the USIS is carrying out in Cuba. What he referred to as “efforts to reach out to the Cuban people” are the patronage, direction and generous financing of mercenary factions nursed by the USIS in Cuba and comprised of traitors and stoolies who collaborate with the implementation of the brutal blockade that is being used to attempt to bring our people to their knees through hunger and sickness. And, at the height of insolence, he describes as “offering basic information and facts to the Cuban people” the systematic launching of the crudest insults of our people via the electronic billboard, which, in violation of the most elemental regulations of international law, they think they can maintain with impunity on the facade of that imperial lair.
To get an idea of the type of “information and facts” that the USIS has been spreading via its electronic billboard, let’s take just one example: “Many decent Cuban women cannot live decently without doing something indecent. If you are young and pretty, what is more beneficial: to follow a career or a Spaniard?” (April 7 and 8)
In the afternoon, Drew Blakeney, spokesman for the U.S. Interests Section in Havana, told a bald-faced lie in a statement to the press when he affirmed: “The regime’s increasing resort to bullying tactics in dealing with USIS and the Cuban people comes as no surprise; it has been trying to isolate and harass the Interests Section for some time.” He also added, “On Monday, June 5, at approximately 3:00 a.m., electric power to the main building of the U.S. Interests Section in Havana were cut off.”
El Nuevo Herald and U.S. government spokespersons are shamelessly lying when they hold our government responsible for a supposed power cut and a decrease in the availability of potable water to the Interests Section.
We categorically deny that any premeditated cuts of electric power have been made to block the operations of the Interests Section’s offices. In fact there were a large number of power failures in the city of Havana and throughout the country; one of them occurred along the underground 13,000-volt circuit Vedado2, which directly feeds the Interests Section offices, and one of the two channels that supplies electric power to the Anti-Imperialist Tribune, due to the adverse weather conditions experienced by the country over the last two weeks up until yesterday afternoon, Monday (June 12): repair work on this interruption is underway just like on all the others. In spite of that, as the spokespeople admit, the USIS has continued in full function, including its provocative electronic billboard which, since January 16 and for almost five months, has been offending and insulting our people, demonstrating that that facility has not lacked even one watt of electricity.
Maliciously, the U.S. government neglects to mention that every time the USIS has reported having difficulties with its supply of potable water or electric power for its facilities, these have been duly attended to by the Cuban enterprises charged with providing those services.
The USIS consumes an average of 26,000 kilowatts monthly, the same amount of energy consumed by about 200 average Cuban families.
In spite of the reorganization of fuel distribution being carried out in the country, the USIS has received from the CUBALSE enterprise a total of 53,756 liters of fuel to date this year.
In spite of the difficult conditions of drought and difficul:ies in supplying potable water in the city of Havana, which before the recent rain were affecting almost the entire country, the enterprise that supplies water to the capital has maintained a stable water supply to the USIS.
In response to a USIS requirement, during the month of March of this year the water company sent its technicians to the main building and to the USIS annex to review the internal and external aqueduct mains and solve any difficulties presented.
From January 2006 to date, the Cuban CUBALSE enterprise has carried out seven actions of maintenance or repair on the buildings housing the USIS officials.
In spite of the fact that on February 1 the USIS rudely expelled from its facilities workers from the Bias Roca Caderfo Contingent who were carrying out construction work on the annex building, CUBALSE has been punctually supplying the USIS with materials for continuing that work. To date, the USIS has received the 44 cubic meters, of premixed concrete, 540 meters of rebar, and 300 meters of steel sheeting that it has requested.
The USIS currently has 302 contracted Cuban workers. To date this year, nine of those workers have traveled abroad on the request of the USIS, with the aim of receiving training in order to carry out their duties.
The U.S. spokespersons likewise neglected to mention the most important fact: that during this year alone, the USIS has received immediate approval for 33 requested operations to return illegal emigrants, without any delay or exception whatsoever; four operations to repatriate Cuban citizens considered to be excludable by U.S. authorities, and eight consular visits to U.S. citizens being held in Cuban jails.
The latest accusations against the Cuban government are part of the Yankee administration’s plans, exposed by companero Fidel on January 22 and 24 of 2006, when he literally affirmed, “Under pressure from the Cuban-American mafia, and as one of its next steps, the government of the United States is intent on openly violating the U.S.-Cuba Migratory Agreement (...) It is looking for any pretext to prevent, at all costs, the sale of agricultural products to Cuba, which has been increasing, while our country has paid every cent on time during five years – something it did not expect from a blockaded nation facing constant aggression (...) And, unhappy with the decision taken by President Carter on May 30, 1977, it proposes to force a rupture in its current minimal diplomatic ties with Cuba. The gross provocations that have been carried out from its Interests Section offices in Havana do not and cannot have any other purpose.”
The latest accusations against Cuba also perfidiously aim to distract attention from the real problem, the subversive and provocative nature of actions by the USIS, which in frank violation of the diplomatic status conferred on it by international agreements and conventions, has become the General Staff of the counterrevolution, which it directs and materially and financially supplies in order to incite the subversion of internal order in our country.
Perhaps they think that Cuba is afraid of the constant provocations that are devised against our homeland or the consequences of a rupture in the minimal existing ties, already substantially deteriorated due to the immoral and cynical policies of the Bush administration.
It is up to the imperialist U.S. government to explain its demented and reiterated practice of devising and implementing new brutal measures against Cuba, and its vain attempts to break the heroic resistance of our people.
The U.S. government is sinking morally and materially in its war of conquest in Iraq, corruption scandals, growing budget and account deficits, high energy prices, inability to overcome natural disasters, illegal espionage against its own citizens, and the repugnant practice of clandestine arrests and torture on a global scale.
The Revolutionary government has provided a lesson in equanimity, firmness and strict adherence to diplomatic regulations in its response to the vulgar, contemptible actions of the USIS and the mercenaries at its service in our country.
With our moral authority and our principles, we will defeat each and every one of its criminal and cowardly campaigns, provocations and aggressions!
Cuba fights openly and with clean weapons; it has no reason to seek pretexts to harass the USIS. It knows how to say “yes” or “no” to requests by the empire’s representatives. It is not looking for subterfuges, or trying to cut electric cables to turn off trashy little signs. It is not harassing U.S. officials or representatives. The millions of people who have paraded past those facilities with honor and dignity, including children and teenagers, have never thrown a single stone against that building. Throughout the history of the Revolution, Cuba has always fought with a moral authority that crushes its enemies. If the current U.S. government is seeking pretexts to remove the USIS, cut food sales to our people and do away with the Migration Agreement, then let it do so without inventing them or attempting to perpetuate its gross and cowardly provocations, which did not come from Cuba, but from the USIS, which has become a bastion, headquarters and bank for the mercenaries and a center for supplying subversive materials brought in as contraband in their diplomatic pouches. Cuba could peacefully do without all of that, and everything else signified by interventionism and outrages. It would not shed a single tear at its departure. There is no need to burn papers. It does not matter how many monstrous crimes they document. Our Revolution would never attack or violate a diplomatic office. It never has and it never will. .•

